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Don Macpherson: Bill 101's poisonous efect on Quebec

politics

Supporters in favour of Quebec's proposed charter of values take part in a march in Montreal, Saturday,
October 26, 2013. Bill 101 arguably made possible the ill-fated, anti-hijab “charter of values” of the former PQ
government, and the anti-niqab bill of the present Liberal one, Don Macpherson writes.  G R A H A M
H U G H E S  /  T H E  C A N A D I A N  P R E S S

“The children of Bill 101” have got the message.

Those are the first- and second-generation immigrants required to attend
French school by Bill 101, the Quebec language law adopted 40 years ago
Saturday.

In a documentary shown Thursday on Radio-Canada’s news channel, ICI RDI,
some of them said that, even though they speak French fluently, and even if
they have lived in this province all their lives, they don’t feel Québécois.

Get the latest news in your mailbox as
it happens

COLUMNISTS
Josh Freed: Summer
2017; porn for the

VIDEO

Quebec's frs bionic eye recipient
1:56

CONNECT WITH US

  

EMAIL ALERTS

MOST POPULAR NOW

SHARE



ADJUST



NEWS OPINION SPORTS BUSINESS ARTS LIFE CAREERS OBITS
SIGN OUT


SUBSCRIBE


ADVERTISE



http://montrealgazette.com/author/dmacphersonmontrealgazette
http://montrealgazette.com/author/dmacphersonmontrealgazette
http://montrealgazette.com/author/dmacphersonmontrealgazette
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/columnists
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/josh-freed-summer-2017-a-wet-wonder-for-the-weather-obsessed
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/josh-freed-summer-2017-a-wet-wonder-for-the-weather-obsessed
https://www.facebook.com/montrealgazette
https://twitter.com/mtlgazette
http://montrealgazette.com/feed/
http://montrealgazette.com/
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life
http://working.com/montreal
http://working.com/montreal
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/
javascript:void(0);
http://montrealgazette.com/subscription
http://montrealgazette.com/subscription
http://www.postmediaadvertising.com/audience/brand/montreal-gazette/?cid=Click-Advertise


Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]

That’s because they’re often reminded that they aren’t.

Cathy Wong, who is of Chinese-Vietnamese descent, said that although she
speaks French (and writes it well enough to have a column in Le Devoir),
knows Quebec’s history and has Québécois friends, people still speak to her
“as if I were a foreigner and still personify a form of threat.”

Bill 101 has probably gone as far as practically possible toward making French
the “common language” of Quebec; the corrected 2016 census data recently
released by Statistics Canada indicate that the proportion of Quebecers who
report that they can speak French has stabilized at more than 94 per cent.

It has reduced the English-speaking community, by diverting immigrants away
from it and helping to create a climate inhospitable to anglophones.

Yet, even while it discouraged some English-speaking federalists from moving
here, and encouraged others to move away, Bill 101, passed by a Parti
Québécois government, actually weakened the Quebec independence
movement.

It eliminated the linguistic grievances that had driven the movement, and it did
so without Quebec’s having to leave Canada.

And Bill 101 has had another lasting effect on the province’s politics, a
pernicious one that is seldom recognized.

Over the 40 years of its existence, Bill 101 has come to be generally accepted,
if only grudgingly by some as a necessary evil, to keep Quebec within Canada.
And with that has come a gradual acceptance of a divisiveness that poisons
the province’s politics.

Bill 101 has alienated many in Quebec’s largest cultural minority, the English-
speaking community, from the provincial government that has wielded its
power against it, from engagement in provincial politics, and from identifying
with their province.

The divisive ideas on which Bill 101 is based have become entrenched.

One is simply that Quebec needs protection against some of its own people.
Another is that the majority is justified in using its political power to legislate
whatever protection for itself against the minorities it deems necessary, limited
(for now, at least) only by the Canadian constitutional Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

Bill 101 was not the first Quebec legislation treating minorities as an internal
threat. But it’s Bill 101 that has endured, long enough for Quebec to get used
to it, and the identity politics it represents.

In recent years, successive PQ and Liberal governments alike have casually
proposed amendments to the province’s own legislative Charter of Human
Rights and Freedoms to restrict minority freedoms.

Bill 101 arguably made possible the ill-fated, anti-hijab “charter of values” of
the former PQ government, and the anti-niqab bill of the present Liberal one.

Up to 4,000 migrants to receive
welfare cheques starting Aug. 30

weather-obsessed

COLUMNISTS
Don Macpherson: Bill
101's poisonous efect
on Quebec politics

EDITORIALS
Editorial: Bill 101 and
Quebec anglophones, 40
years later

Click here to send us your letter.

SUBMIT A LETTER

LATEST POSTS

COMMENT



PRINT



http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/migrants-to-receive-welfare-payment-pending-case-review-report
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/josh-freed-summer-2017-a-wet-wonder-for-the-weather-obsessed
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/columnists
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/editorials
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-bill-101-and-quebec-anglophones-40-years-later
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-bill-101-and-quebec-anglophones-40-years-later
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-bill-101-and-quebec-anglophones-40-years-later
mailto:letters@montrealgazette.com
mailto:letters@montrealgazette.com
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/josh-freed-summer-2017-a-wet-wonder-for-the-weather-obsessed
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-bill-101-and-quebec-anglophones-40-years-later
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();


Don Macpherson: Bill 101’s poisonous effect on Quebec politics | Montreal Gazette

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/columnists/don-macpherson-bill-101s-poisonous-effect-on-quebec-politics[2017-08-26 11:10:02 PM]

 ‹X=rYindex.htmlí]Sã8òý~…ðÖ°ö`œ;[{ f+™Ü`“0û05E [I48–OV€,›ÿ~-
É’¸9öªîå¦¦ˆÝ-u·Zý¥–wb‰UFÐ\,’“¿ë„ŽçÇò 9{èãdxþî¸¥¹ £hŽyNDè,Åtÿ'µ
äÎþ>"‹L¬Ð-Î x†RBb#ÁNö€8I° ÷e ^Ž–<É%ö– )}„‘Ë Ñ4§1A M9%iœ¬ r¼
h ¿`¤ÈÏ9™†ŽS€r±*…|‹žÔ/B Ìg4í vöØ-@ ŽcšÎ ØZýýn izÊR ?
WI!c9 ” Rò’Ð Å¼ƒ Úí7%hNèl.LXA; º$ >ú Ç/ñÀ·9K–¢â!Xf Ÿ ©
°¯ ¢Ÿ üTÜ ?þ` -i ýhÙ=áSØÃ šÓ8&©E\nçû¥ ,m( _®áÀ

And it has become normal for a moderate, mainstream newspaper such as La
Presse, in an editorial, to worry that there are too many people in Quebec with
mother tongues other than French.

This is over a slip of six-tenths of a percentage point, over five years, in the
proportion of Quebecers with French as their mother tongue. That was all that
was left of a supposed “decline” in French in the 2016 census, after StatsCan
corrected errors in its original data.

Still, La Presse sees a problem, but it’s not people’s behaviour, not even what
they speak in the privacy of their homes, as what PQ leader Jean-François
Lisée calls “the language of breakfast.” It’s simply their identity, and their
presence.

Those children of Bill 101 have got the message. And it’s not just that they’re
not Québécois. It’s that they’re the enemy.

dmacpgaz@gmail.com

Twitter: DMacpGaz
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